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St. Francis Center Marks 40th Anniversary 

‘Masterpiece Moment’ gala scheduled at Denver Art Museum 
 
 
Denver, CO – 9/8/2023 – St. Francis Center, a nonpro�it organization that provides 
comprehensive services to people experiencing homelessness, announced its 40th 
Anniversary “Masterpiece Moment” Gala will be 6 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 28, at the Sturm 
Grand Pavilion at the Denver Art Museum, 100 West 14th Avenue Parkway in Denver 
80204. 
 
This annual event raises funds to support the essential programs and services of St. 
Francis Center to serve the community. The gala will feature dinner and a celebratory 
presentation. After dinner, there will be a dessert reception and the opportunity for 
attendees to visit adjacent exhibit halls. Games and prizes will be provided during the 
evening as well. 
 
The gala additionally marks a welcome for new CEO Nancy Burke, who has returned to her 
home state of Colorado after successful work in the homelessness sector in Alaska. In June, 
previous CEO Tom Luehrs retired after more than 30 years of exceptional leadership at St. 
Francis Center. 
 
Background: St. Francis Center, a ministry of the Episcopal Diocese of Colorado, was 
established in June 1983 and operated from a leased building on 22nd & Lawrence streets 
in downtown Denver. SFC was able was able to purchase and renovate the 2323 Curtis 
Street site. In 1992, SFC was incorporated as a non-pro�it organization. The Housing 
Program was initiated in 2001. Construction on the Cornerstone Residences began 
October 2008 and was completed on schedule in October 2009. 
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In 2012, SFC took over the Turnabout program, and as a result, its Employment Program 
serves ex-offenders, a particularly vulnerable part of the population who are homeless, 
and connects those it serves with full-time, permanent employment. Another permanent 
supportive housing program, Saint Francis Apartments at Cathedral Square, was built and 
opened in 2018, through collaboration with other community partners. 
 
New development of note: St. Francis West Apartments, a new permanent supportive 
housing development under construction at 221 Federal Blvd., is scheduled for completion 
in late 2024. The building will provide 59 onsite housing units (plus one onsite manager’s 
unit). With completion, St. Francis Center have about 210 total housing units, given the 
three other existing centers that have about 148 units.  
 
Join us: Individual tickets are $150 if purchased before Oct. 6 and $175 thereafter, and a 
reduced rate for tables of 8 is available before Oct. 6. To learn more and purchase tickets, 
please visit cbo.io/tickets/stfrancisGala/Tickets  
 
When and where: 6 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 28 at the Sturm Grand Pavilion, Denver Art 
Museum, 100 West 14th Avenue Parkway in Denver, Colorado 80204 
 
Attached photos: 1) The 40th Annual St. Francis Center gala will be Oct. 28 at the Sturm Grand 
Pavilion at the Denver Art Museum, and 2) St. Francis Center Adult Center at 2323 Curtus Street 
in Denver. 
 
 
 
Media inquiries: For questions and assistance with coverage possibilities, please call our 
development department at 303-244-0756. We are happy to help. 
 
 

### 
 

About St. Francis Center  
St. Francis Center is a nonprofit institution with roots in the Episcopal Church. It has been a transformation 
hub for people experiencing homelessness in Metro Denver for more than 40 years, offering a wide array 
of programs to guide individuals transitioning from homelessness to stability. As a multi-service 
organization, St. Francis Center focuses their efforts in four key areas: day shelter services to meet 
immediate, basic needs; permanent, supportive housing and case management; employment services 
offering specialized career training to justice involved individuals; and outreach to those living on the 
streets. Visit www.sfcdenver.org for more information. 
 
 
 


